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1. The FE Diviaion is in swbstantlel agreement with the major
theais of Seotion Ii. ANALYSIS OF PROBLEM to wit: The Vietminh, using
pationalism as a cover, can be beaten only by truly natiomalist movements.
Thersfore, t‘.&a FPreach must undertake a new rocle of sctive liberstor, or
scoept an Ignominious defest at the hands of Communies, ls also agree
that the psper as & whole reflects & keen appreciation of French
peyehology and s someuhat lesser understanding of the enti-colonial
aspacte of Indochinese nationalism. Ye cannct agree, however, that the
strategy of applying persussion to key leadership slements will suffice
o sooomplish our objective. In ocur opinion, the first and vital step
must be the positive formulation of U,&s poligy end officisl statement
therenf to Atha highest level of the Fremch Covermmsnt. In l:ewiné with
the thesis of D-L6, the Prench should be told that 1t is U.5. paliey
to suppert & "rench policy caleulated to enable them to pull out of
Indochine while sf»ﬁi preserving their long-range econcmic interests.
The basis of sueh & policy is & gusrantes of complete independence to
the Assoelated States. Our officials must clearly state that the
United States hes no desirs to replace the French. It therefore follows
that our styategy must consistently encourage the "rench o take the
initistive and ssaume the role of active liberster. It would rum directly
counter to such & poliay for the U.S. {officially or wmofficisliy) to
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undsrtake many of the tasks set forth in Seetion IV B of P82 N=i6.
The following actions fall in this salegory:

Page &, peragraph ¢.(3)t It should be noted that the Fremch
are in command and the inftistive lies with them. Through lisison,
ws oan provide specialists, technical and tactical advice.

‘Page 9, paragraphs b.(1), (2), (3), (8), (8), (%), Q20),
(1), (12), (13): Note 1s taken of the fact that paragraph
C: 2, page 13 at the end of the Flan specified that all actions

provided by the plan must be taken in relation to lU.S. diplomatic
moves. Our point is merely that statements of policy and diplomstic

xoves must be the heart of the Strategy Flan -~ the iaformal
approaches secondary. |

3. 7The following cormenta by parsgraph are submitied for your
consideration:
8. Page 1, paragraph II, 2, line L - eliminste the
parenthetical clasume =-- "and we hope it will®. This prejudgsent
weskens the paper.

b. Page 2, paragraph L

Approved For Release 2000/04/18 : CIAeRDP80-01065A00§40013000‘5?



Approved For Release 2000/04/18 : CIA:RDP80-01066A000400130005-5

b. Page 2, paragraph L - the meaning of the last clause of
the first sentence aﬁ.uz the word "atomism" is not clear.
¢. Fage 3, peragraph 3 - concur completely.

e. Page 5, paragrsph 2, (3) ~ change the word "of* to
“gaong”™ . |
f. Page 6, paragraph b, (2) first sentence - Such an agreement

could be nogotisted through the officisl channels recommended in
paregraphs 1 and 2 sbove, not through informsl chanuels suggested
in PS4 D-lb.

g- Page 6, paragraph c,(3} - As noted in paragraph 1, above,
this could omly be accomplished throu h the Premch. It iz agreed
ghat the Jtnsultative Liaison Committee can contri.ute significantly.

B. Pege 8, paragraph t, (2) - Comeur with the custom-tailored
approach. One suggestion is use of & eonvineing statement of
Fe8. otjectives. This reinforces our agreement that & definition
of policy must preceds the informel spproach. ‘e question the

practicality of the
=3 -
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practicality of the quid pro quo suggestions in the last
seutence. This presupposed much detsiled intel llgence and strong
influence with buriness interests.

3+ Pnge 12, paragraph k. - This would be more difficult

than it would be rewarding.
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